
Sec. 12-81. - Cost reimbursement for ambulance service. 

(a) 

Reasonable fees, reviewed annually, shall be charged for emergency medical transport 
services provided by the department. The amount of the fees shall be modified when 
appropriate. The revenue recovery program is intended to pursue reimbursement for EMS 
ambulance transports by recovering funds that may already be designated for the purpose. 

(b) 

The following definitions shall apply to emergency medical transport charges: 

(1) 

Basic life support (BLS) is transportation by ground ambulance vehicle and the provision 
of medically necessary supplies and services, including BLS ambulance services as 
defined by the state. The ambulance must be staffed by an individual who is qualified in 
accordance with state and local laws as an emergency medical technician-basic (EMT-
Basic). These laws may vary from state to state or within a state. For example, only in 
some jurisdictions is an EMT-Basic permitted to operate limited equipment onboard the 
vehicle, assist more qualified personnel in performing assessments and interventions, 
and establish a peripheral intravenous (IV) line. 

(2) 

Basic life support (BLS)—Emergency: When medically necessary, the provision of BLS 
services, as specified above, in the context of an emergency response. An emergency 
response is one that, at the time the ambulance provider or supplier is called, it 
responds immediately. An immediate response is one in which the ambulance 
provider/supplier begins as quickly as possible to take the steps necessary to respond to 
the call. 

(3) 

Advanced life support, level 1 (ALS-1) is the transportation by ground ambulance vehicle 
and the provision of medically necessary supplies and services including the provision of 
an ALS assessment or at least one ALS intervention. An advanced life support (ALS) 
assessment is an assessment performed by an ALS crew as part of an emergency 
response that was necessary because the patient's reported condition at the time of 
dispatch was such that only an ALS crew was qualified to perform the assessment. An 
ALS assessment does not necessarily result in a determination that the patient requires 
an ALS level of service. An advanced life support (ALS) intervention is a procedure that 
is in accordance with state and local laws, required to be done by an emergency 
medical technician-intermediate (EMT-Intermediate) or EMT-Paramedic. 

(4) 

Advanced life support, level 1 (ALS-1)—Emergency: When medically necessary, the 
provision of ALS-1 services, as specified above, in the context of an emergency 
response. An emergency response is one that, at the time the ambulance provider or 
supplier is called, it responds immediately. An immediate response is one in which the 
ambulance provider/supplier begins as quickly as possible to take the steps necessary 
to respond to the call. 

(5) 

Advanced life support, level 2 (ALS-2) is the transportation by ground ambulance vehicle 
and the provision of medically necessary supplies and services including: (1) at least 
three (3) separate administrations of one or more medications by intravenous 
push/bolus or by continuous infusion (excluding crystalloid fluids); or (2) ground 
ambulance transport, medically necessary supplies and services, and the provision of at 
least one of the ALS-2 procedures listed below: 



a. 

Manual defibrillation/cardioversion; 

b. 

Endotracheal intubation; 

c. 

Central venous line; 

d. 

Cardiac pacing; 

e. 

Chest decompression; 

f. 

Surgical airway; 

g. 

Intraosseous line. 

(6) 

Ground transport mile (GTM): Emergency-demand zones are established by the fire and 
rescue chief. Transportation fees shall be assessed per statute mile from the location of 
the incident scene, or from the center point of the emergency-demand zone, if 
applicable, where an incident scene or address is located, to a hospital or other facility 
where a patient is transported. 

(Ord. No. O06-50(R), 9-19-06; Ord. No. O08-41, 5-6-08) 

 


